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Abstract 
The aim of this research was to improve students’ speaking in describing people by 
using Think-Pair-Share (TPS) technique. This research a classroom action research 
which was done in three cycles. The subject for this research was the tenth grade 
students in class X MIPA 1. The researcher observed students improvement in 
speaking by collecting data through field notes, observation checklist and speaking 
test. The students’ attitude towards the learning process was gathered by field note 
and observation checklist. The data of speaking was obtained by speaking test which 
was assessed through scoring rubric. The result showed that students’ problems in 
pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, fluency and comprehension had been solved 
by using Think-Pair-Share (TPS) as the teaching technique. Furthermore, students’ 
interest in speaking especially in describing people also improved. It was shown by 
the students’ enthusiasm to pay attention in doing every activity during teaching and 
learning process used Think-Pair-Share (TPS) technique. As the conclusion, the 
technique was able to be used in improving students’ speaking in descriptive text. 
The writer recommends the teacher to use Think-Pair-Share (TPS) as a technique in 
teaching and learning process, especially in the teaching speaking with the similar 
setting and problems. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Mastering speaking skill is one of the 
priorities in learning English as foreign 
language. Speaking is a productive skill 
which involves producing verbal speech to 
express what speakers think. In this case, 
the learners should have the ability to 
speak English in order to communicate 
with others. Based on 2013 curriculum 
requirements, students are expected to be 
able to speak English properly. Therefore, 
teaching speaking skill should be focused 
on making students active to speak when 
they involve in a speaking activity in the 
classroom. This activity can stimulate them 
to build their attention and motivation to 
master speaking skill as the skill in 
learning English. 
However, most of students at grade 
X MIPA 1 of SMA Negeri 4 Pontianak still 
used Indonesian more than English in the 
learning activity, especially when asking 
question and giving opinion. They prefer to 
be silent or wait for the teacher to point or 
called them. In addition, they are weak of 
pronunciation and lack of vocabulary so 
they did not know how to pronounce the 
word correctly. Most of them were still 
unable to speak English confidently 
especially in organizing and delivering 
their ideas and speech in classroom 
activity. Therefore, they still had problems 
to express their ideas. Those problems 
made the learning goals could not be 
achieved well. Based on the interview with 
the teacher, the researcher got information 
that most of students said English was a 
lesson that considered frightening and 
difficult for them. They assumed that 
English very difficult to understand; 
especially speaking skills always ignored 
and become a scary thing for them.  
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Referring to the problems stated 
above, the researcher offered an alternative 
solution technique that can build students’ 
interest to speech and participate in the 
teaching and learning process. Think-Pair-
Share (TPS) technique is one of the 
solutions to this speaking problems that 
faced by students. Think-Pair-Share is a 
cooperative learning technique which is 
developed by Lyman (1981). TPS 
technique is designed to provide students 
to think of a topic which is given by 
enabling them to formulate their own ideas 
and then share the ideas with other 
students. Think-Pare-Share (TPS) can help 
students develop their conceptual 
understanding of a topic (Kenny et al, 
2005). It can also promote and support 
higher level thinking and also participation 
during teaching and learning process. 
Therefore, it is helpful for both students 
and teacher because it can change the 
learning circumstances in the process of 
learning in a classroom becomes more 
attractive and interactive.Therefore, this 
technique helps students to improve their 
speaking skill.  
Think-Pair-Share (TPS) technique is 
one of teaching techniques that has some 
advantages in the teaching and learning 
process. According to Richard (2007), 
there are some advantages of this 
technique, they are Think-Pair-Share (TPS) 
can benefit both low-and high achieving 
students who work together on academic 
task, the effect of this technique is wider 
tolerance and acceptance of people who are 
different knowledge and ability and the 
objective of cooperative learning is to 
teach the students in a group to interact 
each other and work together to solve the 
problem.  
In line with the previous paragraph, 
Gyamfi (2014) states the benefits of Think-
Pair-Share (TPS) in the teaching and 
learning process. They are, first is 
increasing self-esteem and participation. 
Students who hesitate and nervous to speak 
up under normal condition felt confidence 
because they share their ideas and their 
thoughts with their partner. Second, 
encouraging collaboration, it means that 
TPS lets students to learn from one another 
in non-competitive environment, to work 
together in pairs in one goal and to practice 
tolerance. Third, deepening understanding 
of concepts. By giving students time to 
think independently about the material they 
are learning gives the room for them to 
deeper their understanding. Their 
understanding is further broader while they 
share ideas in pairs and in a whole class by 
the unique ideas from their classmates. 
Fourth, dispelling misunderstanding 
promptly. During the students share their 
response, the teacher can take opportunity 
to repair misinterpretations, errors, and 
confusion before independent practice 
begins. 
Reffering to the advantages of 
implementing Think-Pair-Share (TPS) 
technique that stated in the previous 
paragraph, the researcher believe that 
Think-Pair-Share (TPS) can improve 
students’ speaking in describing people by 
applying it as the teaching technique in 
classroom activity because this technique 
match with the students’ problems in 
speaking class. Therefore this technique 
helps students to improve their speaking 
skill. 
Previously, there are many 
researchers who conducted research related 
to the use of Think Pair Share (TPS) 
technique in teaching and learning context.  
In a research conducted by Supriyani 
(2017) the researcher found that, TPS 
technique had good impact of students’ 
reading comprehension achievement of 
report text. Moreover, on a research 
conducted by Raba (2017) the researcher 
was obviously noticed that TPS strategy 
played a positive role in improving 
students’ oral communicative skills, 
creating a cooperative learning 
environment and enhancing students’ 
motivation to learn better. This research 
was different with the previous research 
that has been conducted by other 
researchers in terms of the type of research 
design, students’ level and the type of text. 
In the application of TPS, teacher 
should consider of its procedures. It is 
aimed to make the process of learning 
becomes much clearer and well structured. 
As like the name, this technique consists of 
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three steps; Think, Pair, and Share. 
According to Lyman (in Douglas & Nancy 
2007, p.30), there are three stages of 
student action: Think, the teacher engages 
students’ thinking with a question, prompt, 
reading, visual, or observation. The 
students should take a few minutes (not 
second) just to think about the question.  
Pair, using designated partners, student’s 
pair up to discuss their respective response. 
They compare their thoughts and identify 
the responses they think are the best, most 
intriguing, most convincing, or most 
unique. Share, after students talk in pairs 
for a few moments, the teacher asks pairs 
to share their thinking with the rest of the 
class. 
In line with the previous procedures, 
Tint and Newt (2015) also explain the 
procedures of Think-Pair-Share. They are 
as follows: Think: In this stage, the 
students think individually. Each 
participant thinks about the given task. 
They gave time to jot down their own ideas 
or response before discussing it with their 
pair. Pair: In this stage, the learners need to 
form pairs. The supervisor or teacher need 
to cue students to share their response with 
their partner. Each pair of students discuss 
their ideas about the task, and their 
previous ideas. According to their 
discussion, each pair concludes and 
produces the final answer. Then they need 
to move to the next stage. Share: In this 
stage, the learners pair to share their results 
with the rest of the class. Here, the large 
discussions happen, where each pair 
facilitate class discussion in order to find 
similarities or differences towards the 
response or opinions from various pairs. 
In doing this research, the researcher 
used the procedures of Think-Pair-Share 
(TPS) proposed by Lyman and did not 
make any modification because the 
procedure is relevant or appropriate to the 
research focuses on implementing Think-
Pair-Share (TPS) technique in describing 
people and following the procedures 
directly by Lyman as the developer of 
Think-Pair-Share itself. In addition, Think-
Pair-Share (TPS) technique designed 
simply to suit with the classroom setting. 
In doing the research, the researcher 
used certain aspects of speaking as the 
focus in this research. They are: 
pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, 
fluency and comprehension. There are 
some reasons why the writer chooses these 
aspects of speaking because it plays 
important roles in speaking skill. 
Pronunciation refers to customary 
utterance of words; it is the way for 
students to produce the utterance words 
clearly when they speak. Grammar refers 
to the fundamental principles and 
structures of the language, including clear 
and correct sentence and proper forms of 
words. Vocabulary is a set of familiar 
words within a person’s language. It 
related to the words, their meanings and 
spelling. Fluency refers to how the 
speakers are able to follow some features.  
For oral communication, comprehension 
certainly requires a subject to respond, to 
speech as well as to initiate it. These 
speaking aspects can be used to measure 
learners’ ability in applying their 
knowledge into action.  These aspects can 
also be used as the criteria in assessing 
student’s speaking performance. In 
addition, these aspects match to the level of 
students and the curriculum 2013 in senior 
high school. 
In teaching speaking skill, the ability 
of students to produce the language is an 
essential thing. When someone speaks, it 
means that he or she wants to send students 
own thinking and information to others. 
They also want to inform or tell about what 
he or she feels in order to get response. In 
speaking activities, students are demanded 
to be more active in giving response with 
each other, it means that they have to talk 
frequently because the frequency of 
speaking activity refers to the number of 
times the students talk and try to use the 
knowledge they have got in order to initiate 
or giving response in speaking class. In this 
research, the researcher focuses on 
students’ speaking performance in 
delivering their opinion and ideas in 
describing people. 
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METHOD 
In this research, the writer conducted 
classroom action research (CAR) as the 
form of research. Through classroom 
action research, the writer is able to 
describe and explain the problem that is 
chosen in this research. According to 
Mettetal (2001), “Classroom Action 
Research (CAR) is a method of finding out 
what works best in the classroom so 
teacher can improve students learning. 
Classroom action research typically 
involves four broad phases in a cycle of 
research. They are, planning, acting, 
observing, and reflecting. The first cycle 
may become a continuing, or iterative, 
spiral of cycles which happen again until 
the action research has achieved a 
satisfactory outcome and feels it is time to 
stop (Kemmis & McTaggart, 1988 as cited 
in Burns, 2010, p.20).  
The procedures of this research 
consisted of four steps. Those are planning, 
acting, observing, and reflecting. Planning 
is the first step of this research.  In this 
stage, there were several things that were 
prepared by the researcher. First, the 
researcher was communicating and 
discussing with the English teacher about 
how to apply Think-Pair-Share (TPS) 
technique in the teaching and learning 
process. Next, the reseacher and the 
teacher planned teaching learning activities 
to overcome the problem and prepared 
everything the researcher needed in doing 
research. The planning is the preparation 
before the teaching learning activity. The 
preparations are preparing lesson plan, 
teaching material, field note and 
observation checklist also test item. 
Second is acting, in this phase, the 
reseacher conducted the teaching learning 
process in the classroom where the 
problem emerged. The teaching and 
learning process was done by following the 
lesson plan that has been prepared before. 
In this step, the reseacher explain about the 
importance of speaking ability in learning 
English also about the Think-Pair-Share 
(TPS) technique and how to carry out the 
learning activities using this technique. The 
collaborator, in this case the English 
teacher took note in the form of field notes 
and observation checklist that has been 
prepared by the writer. 
Third is observing, at this stage, the 
English teacher as collaborator observed 
what happened during the activity, the 
implementation of the Think-Pair-Share 
(TPS) technique and how the students and 
writer behaved and whether or not the 
Think-Pair-Share (TPS) technique could 
solve the speaking problem in that class. 
The result were written down in field 
notes, observation checklist and recorded 
in video. 
The last step in this research is 
reflecting. Based on the notes taken, the 
writer and teacher analyzed the data 
collection and reflected on the outcome. 
From the analyses, the researcher and 
teacher got some important feedback. This 
is very useful in re-planning the next 
activity. It can change a certain action or 
add more action in order to improve 
teaching learning process. 
The researcher conducted this 
research in SMA Negeri 4 Pontianak. It is 
located in Jl. Dr. Wahidin Sudirohusodo, 
Pontianak. The number of students in this 
school is 946 students that consist of 307 
students of class X, 319 students of class 
XI and 320 students of class XII. The 
sample in this research is class X MIPA 1 
of SMA Negeri 4 Pontianak in academic 
year 2018/2019 that consists of 33 
students. Based on the observation that 
done by the researcher, the researcher 
found that students of grade X MIPA 1 
have lack of vocabulary, pronunciation and 
grammar which make the learning goals 
cannot achieve easily. Therefore, the 
researcher choose this class to help them in 
improving their speaking in terms the 
aspects of pronunciation, grammar, 
vocabulary, fluency and comprehension. 
In this research, the researcher 
obtained the data through measurement and 
observation techniques. During the 
observation, the researcher observed 
students’ activities in participating EFL 
class, especially in speaking activity. This 
observation is done by using field notes 
and observation sheet as the guidance to 
notice students’ interaction, participation, 
and activities as mentioned before that 
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happens in the teaching and learning 
process. The researcher also used recording 
to record the activities which happend in 
the classroom. Tools of data collecting 
which used by the researcher in conducting 
this research are field notes, observation 
checklist and achievement test. 
In field note, the collaborator wrote 
down and listed anything happened when 
the research was being conducted. Field 
notes are used to note or take notes of 
students’ activities, progression, 
weaknesses and obstacles in each meeting. 
It is formed in a table that contains of 
teaching/learning stages, teachers’ activity 
and students’ activity column. The 
researcher used the checklist which 
provided some indicators in order to have 
wider perspective of outcome. It also 
contains some information related to 
teacher and students activity in teaching 
and learning process.The researcher 
assessed student’s achievement on speak 
ing in describing people by using Think-
Pair-Share (TPS) technique. The type of 
this achievement test is oral test in form of 
presentation with their pair works in front 
of the class. In this oral test, the students 
were asked to present what they got from 
Think, Pair and Share activity. In this test 
the students were asked to pronounce the 
words, to use the grammar and vocabulary 
properly, to speak as fluent also appears to 
understand what they said about. In this 
research, this test conducted in every 
meeting. The researcher assessed student’s 
achievement in the certain aspects of 
speaking as the focus of this research. They 
are: pronunciaction, grammar, vocabulary, 
fluency and comprehension. In addition, 
the researcher and the collaborator assessed 
student’s performance in oral test by using 
speaking assessment. 
In this research, the data obtained 
from the process of data collection 
analyzed by reflecting the fact or 
information taken in order to know the 
improvement of students speaking. The 
process of teaching and learning in every 
cycle could be obtained from observation 
checklist and field notes. While the data 
taken from the recording and the scoring 
table would be analyzed in order to know 
the progress of students in speaking. In 
addition, in processing the data, the writer 
would be explained the condition of every 
cycle, and to describe the success of the 
teaching learning process through applying 
Think-Pair-Share (TPS) technique to 
improve students’ speaking ability, 
particularly in delivering their opinions and 
ideas in EFL class. The writer decided the 
score of students in terms of oral 
presentation in the aspects of 
pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, 
fluency and comprehension. 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Results 
In this research, the use of Think-
Pair-Share (TPS) technique improved 
students’ speaking in the aspects of 
pronunciation by applying it as the 
teaching technique in the classroom 
activity. For every meeting or cycle, the 
researcher always explained and 
introduced Think-Pair-Share (TPS) 
technique as the teaching technique for 
learning speaking in main activity. During 
teaching and learning process, the 
researcher asked students about the 
difficult words that they can not pronounce 
well and the writer can help them to 
pronounce the words correctly together 
with other students through drill or 
repetition activity. Those activities 
attracted the students’ attention and 
motivation to learn how to pronounce the 
words correctly. 
In applying Think-Pair-Share (TPS) 
as the teaching technique in teaching 
speaking, the researcher used task activity 
that related with grammar aspect which 
divided into three cycles for the 
application. For every meeting or cycle, the 
writer always explained and introduced 
Think-Pair-Share (TPS) technique as the 
teaching technique for learning speaking in 
main activity. During teaching and learning 
process, the researcher asked students 
about the difficulties in grammar and word 
orders and after that, the researcher gave 
explanation about it. Those activities 
attracted the students’ attention and 
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motivation to learn about grammar and 
word orders. 
The researcher also used Think-Pair-
Share (TPS) technique as the the teaching 
technique to improve students’ speaking in 
aspects of vocabulary in the classroom 
activity. In applying Think-Pair-Share 
(TPS) as the teaching technique in teaching 
speaking, the researcher used task activity 
that consist of fill in the blank and 
matching activity which divided into three 
cycles for the application. In addition, in 
the beginning of teaching and learning 
process, the researcher gave a list of 
vocabulary which is useful to be used in 
describing people. After the students 
finished their task, the researcher and the 
students check it together, the writer asked 
students to write down on the list of 
vocabulary if they found the new 
vocabulary from this activity. For every 
meeting or cycle, the researcher always 
explained and introduced Think-Pair-Share 
(TPS) technique as the teaching technique 
for learning speaking in main activity. 
Those activities attracted the students’ 
attention and motivation to learn about 
vocabulary. 
In addition, the use of Think-Pair-
Share (TPS) technique improved students’ 
speaking in the aspects of fluency by 
applying it as the teaching technique in the 
classroom activity. For every meeting or 
cycle, the researcher always explained and 
introduced Think-Pair-Share (TPS) 
technique as the teaching technique for 
learning speaking in main activity. During 
teaching and learning process, especially 
when students had the oral presentation in 
front of the class, the researcher asked 
them to speak as fluent as they can. Those 
activities attracted the students’ attention 
and motivation to learn about fluency in 
speaking. 
Finally, Think-Pair-Share (TPS) 
technique also improved students’ 
speaking in the aspects of comprehension 
by applying it as the teaching technique in 
the classroom activity. For every meeting 
or cycle, the researcher always explained 
and introduced Think-Pair-Share (TPS) 
technique as the teaching technique for 
learning speaking in main activity. During 
teaching and learning process, the 
researcher asked the students to pay 
attention and try to understand the material 
about description of people also the 
implemented of Think-Pair-Share (TPS) 
technique in classroom activity. Those 
activities attracted the students’ attention 
and motivation to learn about 
comprehension. 
Discussion 
Overall, the result of the research 
showed that there was an improvement by 
implementing of Think-Pair-Share (TPS) 
technique in the teaching and learning 
process. Most of the students actively 
participated in think, pair and share 
activity. The result supports Rabas’s 
(2017) research that the Think-Pair-Share 
(TPS) technique gave positive impacts on 
students’ oral communicating skills, 
creating a cooperative learning 
environment and enhancing students’ 
motivation to learn better. It can be seen 
that the students seemed to enjoy when the 
students tried to think individually about 
the topic given, discussed and exchanged 
their opinion with their pairs work, and 
shared the discussion result in front of the 
class. When the researcher asked the 
students to share their thoughts about the 
description of their idol with their pairs and 
in front of the class, they were enthusiastic 
and focus. They tried to explore what they 
knew about the people they adore. The 
students were enjoying their learning 
delivered by the researcher.  
On the other hand, the findings of the 
study extends what Richard (2007) stated 
about the advantages of this technique, 
they are Think-Pair-Share (TPS) can 
benefit both low-and high achieving 
students who work together on academic 
task, the effect of this technique is wider 
tolerance and acceptance of people who are 
different knowledge and ability and the 
objective of cooperative learning is to 
teach the students in a group to interact 
each other and work together to solve the 
problem in speaking skill. 
In the first cycle, the students were 
able to understand the definition, the aim 
and the kinds of descriptive text also in 
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determining the paragraphs included in 
generic structure of descriptive text. But, in 
this cycle students were difficult in finding 
specific characteristic of the picture given. 
In the second cycle, the researcher 
provided a video about description people 
and taught how the way to describe people 
by explaining the items that related with 
description of people such as the physical 
appearance, his/her personalities, his/her 
activities and his/her favorite things. In this 
cycle, the students were able to get the 
moral value or lesson from the descriptive 
text especially description of people. In 
addition, the students were no longer 
confused in mentioning the specific 
characterictic based on the picture given. 
However, some of the students still 
confused to use possessive pronoun in 
describing people. In conducting the third 
cycles, the teacher and the researcher 
applied some strategies to overcome those 
problems. A familiar and favorite idol was 
choosen by the students.  In addition, the 
teacher and the writer actively monitored 
the students’ discussion. The writer also 
review the material and gave the example 
of video about description of people. In 
this cycle, the students were more active 
and enjoy during the teaching and learning 
process. They also showed a good 
teamwork and togetherness. 
Think-Pair-Share (TPS) technique 
promotes and support higher level thinking 
and also participation of students during 
teaching and learning process. Students be 
ready to participated by giving their 
response after formulating their idea by 
think it first. In addition, TPS technique 
taught the students in a group to interact 
with each other and work together to solve 
the problems. So, the high achievement 
students can share their knowledge and 
comprehension to the low achievement 
students through the discussion. 
In conclusion, the research findings 
of the classroom action research were 
satisfying. The students’ speaking 
especially in describing people is improved 
by implementing the Think-Pair- Share 
(TPS) technique. In the teaching and 
learning process, it did not seem that the 
students used note in their oral 
presentation. They can speak freely about 
the topic given. The students showed their 
interest and getting the objectives of the 
teaching and learning process. 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 
Conclusion 
From the discussion above, it could 
be concluded that Think-Pair-share (TPS) 
technique improves students’ speaking in 
describing people. Based on data in field 
notes and observation checklists, the use of 
Think-Pair-Share (TPS) as the technique in 
teaching speaking was able to make the 
students active in teaching and learning 
process. In addition, Think-Pair-Share 
(TPS) technique can provide maximum 
opportunity to create active students in 
speaking class. The students are able to 
think critically and individually about the 
given task, cooperate with their pairs and 
can share their knowledge and 
comprehension in their performance in 
speaking. 
Suggestions 
Based on the result of the research, 
the researcher provides some suggestions, 
they are: First, in using Think-Pair-Share 
(TPS) as a teaching technique, teacher 
needs to apply it in interesting and suitable 
activity in order to achieve the goals of 
teaching and learning process. Second, for 
using Think-Pair-Share (TPS), teacher also 
can use other media such as interesting 
picture, song, video or the other media that 
suitable with the materials. Third, the 
teacher has to guide students intensively in 
teaching and learning process in order to 
make students more active in improve their 
thinking, cooperation and their speaking 
skill also to get the students interested in 
learning speaking and to make the situation 
and condition of the class becomes more 
active. In addition, the class controlling 
also can undirectly help the students to 
focus with the teaching process. Fourth, the 
use of Think-Pair-Share (TPS) can be 
applied for all genre of the text with 
different topic in teaching English. This 
technique can be suitable with the students’ 
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level, students’ culture and also curriculum 
that the school uses. 
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